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Shire of Kondinin Community Chest Guidelines
Scope:
The Community Chest Fund provides small-scale, flexible financial and in-kind assistance to support grassroots initiatives that benefit the Kondinin community.
This policy establishes a clear, consistent, and transparent framework for assessing and administering Community Chest funding.
Council will allocate an annual budget to the Community Chest Fund as part of the annual budget process.
Funding limits are as follows:
· Up to $500 cash contribution per application
· Up to $500 in-kind or fee waiver support per application

1. Eligibility
1.1 Eligible Applicants
The Community Chest Fund is available to not-for-profit organisations operating within, or clearly servicing, the Shire of Kondinin.
Where an organisation is not based within the Shire of Kondinin or operates across multiple Local Government Areas, applications may be referred to Council for consideration.
Eligible applicants include:
· Incorporated not-for-profit organisations (e.g. clubs, associations, community groups).
· Unincorporated not-for-profit organisations applying through an incorporated auspice body.
· Local schools, where the proposed activity delivers a clear benefit to the broader community
Applicants must:
· Demonstrate that their activities benefit the Shire of Kondinin community
· Have no outstanding acquittals, debts, or compliance matters with the Shire
· Hold appropriate public liability insurance), where applicable.

1.2 Ineligible Applicants
The following are not eligible to apply:
· Commercial for-profit organisations
· Government agencies
· Unincorporated organisations without an auspice arrangement
· Organisations with outstanding acquittals under any Shire funding program.

1.3 Eligible Activities
The Community Chest Fund may support small-scale projects, activities, and operational needs that deliver a clear community benefit. This may include:
· Promotion and advertising of local community events
· Essential minor equipment purchases required for ongoing operations
· Workshops, programs, or initiatives that strengthen community participation
· Costs associated with delivering public events 
· Minor infrastructure improvements on community or Shire-managed land, subject to relevant approvals
· Fee waivers for eligible Shire facilities
· In-kind assistance, such as staff time, plant, or equipment, where resources are available.
Infrastructure works must comply with statutory and Shire approval requirements and must not create ongoing maintenance or financial liability for the Shire unless otherwise approved.

1.4 Ineligible Activities
The Community Chest Fund will not provide assistance for:
· Ongoing operational expenses such as wages, utilities, rent, insurance, or general administration
· Alcohol 
· Retrospective projects or purchases
· Projects that primarily benefit an individual
· Subsidies for sporting club membership or participation fees
· Assistance towards Council rates or standard user agreements
· Projects that do not demonstrate a clear benefit to the Shire of Kondinin community.

2. Application and Assessment Criteria
Application forms are available online or at the Shire Offices (Kondinin and Hyden). Groups must use the designated application form to request funding. 
Applications will be assessed against the following considerations:
· Demonstrated community benefit
· Alignment with the Shire’s strategic objectives
· Organisational capacity to deliver the project or activity
· Value for money
· Level of community contribution (financial or in-kind).
Applications are generally assessed in order of receipt. Where demand exceeds available funds, priority may be given to collaborative projects or those demonstrating broader community impact.
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