The ECHO is published
the week following Council
meetings.
Please forward your ads/notices
3 business days prior to the
publish date

The next issue will be
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Time to Explore Ou

KEY DATES &
UP COMING EVENTS

OCTOBER

Botanical Creative Workshop
@Hyden CRC
Sunday 4" October

Kondinin Art Show Opening
Night 9*" October 7:30pm-
9:30pm
Kondinin Art Exhibition
10th - 14™ October
10am-3pm daily

Community Citizenship Awards
Nominations Close 30th
October 2026
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

PRACTICAL DRIVING
ASSESSMENT

Wednesday 14'" October
2026

At the Kondinin Shire
Office
Bookings are essential and
limited. You must give more
than 2 business days' notice of
cancellation to avoid a
cancellation fee. Please phone
the Kondinin or Hyden Office t¢
book an appointment.

Kondinin Office Hours
Office Hours: 8.30am-4.30pm | Licensing Hours: 8.30am-3.00pm
Email: cso@kondinin.wa.gov.au | Phone: 9889 1006
Hyden Office Hours
Office Hours: 8.30am-4.30pm, close between 1.00-1.30pm | Licensing: 8.30am-3.00pm
Email: hylib@kondinin.wa.gov.au | Phone: 9880 5160

All accounts forward to records@kondinin.wa.gov.au

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Ordinary Council Meeting
October 21** 2026
@ Kondinin Chambers

ADVERTISEMENT FEE:
Local & Groups from within the Shire
(Community Groups & Not For Profits)
Notice Board Format (5 lines) $11.00
Quarter Page - Colour $26.00

Half Page - Colour $52.00

Full Page - Colour $83.00

Community & Businesses outside the Shire]
(Business & Commercial)

Notice Board Format (5 lines) $25.00

Quarter Page - Colour $36.00

Half Page - Colour $72.00

Full Page - Colour $92.00

NO FEES FOR ADVERTISING WILL BE WAIVED.
To subscribe to THE ECHO please
Email: cdo@kondinin.wa.gov.au

WASTE TRANSFER STATION

KONDININ OPENING TIMES
Tuesday: 2pm — 5pm
Thursday: 2pm — 5pm
Saturday: 8am — 12pm
Sunday: 2pm — 5pm

HYDEN OPENING TIMES
Sunday & Monday: 8am - 12pm

Wednesday & Friday: - 8am - 11lam

Saturday: 2pm - 5pm
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From the Chambers........

e

Ordinary Council Meeting September 23rd 2026

The Council:

* Meeting opened at 5:10pm at the Hyden Community Resource Centre.
July and August 2026 financial reports received and adopted by Council.
August accounts totalling approximately $1.06 million were endorsed.
King Rocks Wind Farm documentation and development approval conditions were endorsed.
Building permit exemption proposal for rural Class 10 buildings was tabled for further consideration.
Proposed sale of Shire-owned bore infrastructure to Willachy Pty Ltd discussed, with concerns raised
about public consultation.
Proposal to acquire part of Reserve 49449 in Kondinin for future housing development was tabled
pending budget approval.
Council supported investigating freehold transfer of land in Hyden for future residential development.
Development approval granted for an unhosted short-term rental accommodation in Karlgarin.
A 10-year community lease (plus 10-year option) was approved for the Karlgarin Bowling Club.
Transfer of the Hyden Workers Camp access licence from Synergy to Kondinin Energy Pty Ltd was
approved, subject to development approval conditions.
Council approved applying for Active Transport Fund funding for a proposed footpath along Repacholi
Parade, Hinck Street and Young Avenue in Kondinin.
Community Development Report noted progress on markets, bush trail revegetation, Community
Health and Wellbeing Plan review, Australia Day planning, and the Kondinin Art Group's 20th
anniversary exhibition.
Development approval was granted for the proposed Hyden Community and Tourist Centre, subject to
a range of planning conditions and advice notes.
Council adopted the 2025 Compliance Audit Return and endorsed the Shire Risk Register.
Bush Fire Brigade officer appointments for the 2026/27 season were confirmed.
Council agreed to advocate regarding Commonwealth migration changes and their potential impact on
local agricultural, tourism and hospitality employers.
Cleaning contracts were awarded to We Will Do Cleaning (Hyden/Karlgarin) and Trish’s Cleaning Service
(Kondinin).
Turf irrigation and sportsground maintenance contract awarded to NewGround Water Services Pty Ltd.

Full minutes available on our website www.kondinin.wa.gov.au
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Planning and Development
Act 2005
Shire of Kondinin

Notice of public advertisement of planning proposal

The local government has received an application to develop and use land for the following purpose and
public comments are invited.

Lot No. 192
Street: Hyden-Mt Walker Road Suburb: Hyden

Proposal: The proposal seeks to amend the existing development approval for the Workforce
Accommodation facility in Hyden to transition from the construction workforce associated with the King
Rocks Wind Farm to the construction workforce for the proposed Kondinin Wind and Solar Farm.

Details of the proposal are available for inspection at the local government office in Hyden and Kondinin or
on the Shire’s website www.kondinin.wa.gov.au. Comments on the proposal may be submitted to the local

government in writing on or before Friday 2 October 2026 via email to mpd@kondinin.wa.gov.au via post

to PO Box 7 Kondinin WA 6367 or hand delivered to the Shire Office in Hyden or Kondinin.

Tory Young

Acting Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Kondinin

15 September

Boya YOUR TRUSTED AIR CONDITIONING
AND REFRIGERATION TEAM

AIR CONDITIONING

REFRIGERATION

SERVICING
) 0402577911 INSTALLATIONS

FAULT FINDING
SeVice@hoyreiigerstion.com REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
www.boyarefrigeration.com LABOUR SUPPORT

AU 59363 RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND MINING
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DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY - TANKS, BORE PUMP AND WATER PIPES

In accordance with Section 3.58 of the Local Government Act 1995 notice is hereby given that the Shire of
Kondinin proposes to dispose of 2 x water tanks, a bore pump and associated water pipes located on Lot
25921 on DP 160038 Kondinin-Hyden Road, Kondinin.

Parties Consideration (Ex Gst)
Willachy Pty Ltd $5,000

The Shire of Kondinin invites submissions concerning the proposed disposal of the abovementioned
property.

Submissions are to be in writing and address to the Chief Executive Officer and can be emailed to
eso@kondinin.wa.gov.au , posted to PO Box 7 Kondinin WA 6367, or hand delivered to 11 Gordon Street,
Kondinin WA.

Submissions are to be received no later than 4.00PM Friday 16 October 2026.
Bruce Wright

Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Kondinin

SHIRE OF KONDININ
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION 01/2026-2027
TERMITE REMEDIATION WORKS TO SHIRE DWELLING AT NO. 37 (LOT 143)
RADBOURNE DRIVE, HYDEN

Quotations are invited for termite works to be undertaken at the Shire dwelling located at No. 37 (Lot 143)
Radbourne Drive, Hyden.

Quotation documents for this Quotation can be downloaded from
http://vendorpanel.com.au/PublicTenders.aspx_ available from Tuesday 6™ October 2026

Quotations must be lodged through this tendering portal and will be received until 4.00pm (AWST) Friday
23 October 2026

Late tender submissions will not be accepted.
Bruce Wright

Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Kondinin
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SHIRE OF KONDININ
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION 02/2026-2027
HYDEN SWIMMING POOL DIVING BOARD MODIFICATIONS

Quotations are invited for modifications to be made to the three-metre diving platform at the Hyden
Swimming Pool.

Quotation documents for this Quotation can be downloaded from
http://vendorpanel.com.au/PublicTenders.aspx available from Tuesday 6™ October 2026

Quotations must be lodged through this tendering portal and will be received until 4.00pm (AWST) Friday
23 October 2026

Late tender submissions will not be accepted.

Bruce Wright
Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Kondinin

& Fire Information & Firebreak Reminder &

As we head into the bushfire season, property owners and occupiers are reminded to
ensure firebreaks are in place by 31 October and maintained until 30 April. Firebreak
requirements apply to both rural and townsite properties.

Burning Periods
Restricted Burning Period: 19 September - 31 October (permit required) and 15
February - 31 March (permit required)
Prohibited Burning Period: 1 November - 14 February (no burning permitted)
No campfires are allowed during the Prohibited Burning Period.

Harvest & Vehicle Movement Bans and Total Fire Bans may be declared during periods
of high fire danger. Stay informed through SMS notifications, the Harvest Ban Hotline,
ABC Regional Radio, Emergency WA and DFES.

To join the Shire's Fire & Harvest Ban SMS service, email your name and mobile
number to cso@kondinin.wa.gov.au.

£ In an emergency, call 000
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Wave Rock (Katter-Kich) Discovery Centre Updated
Business Case for Public Submission

Have Your Say on the Proposed Wave Rock Katter Kich Discovery Centre

The Shire of Kondinin is inviting community feedback on the updated business case for the proposed
Wave Rock Katter Kich Discovery Centre in Hyden.

Council has not yet made a decision on whether to proceed with the project. In accordance with
legislative requirements, the business plan must be publicly advertised and all written submissions
received will be considered before Council votes on the proposal.

Community members are encouraged to review the updated business case and accompanying
Community Information and share their views on the proposal. This is available on our website
www.kondinin.wa.gov.au and at the Kondinin and Hyden Shire Offices

Written Submissions
Submissions close at 4.00pm on Monday, 26 October 2026

Email submissions to: ceo@kondinin.wa.gov.au

Please note that under the relevant legislation, the only form of comment Council is required to consider
is @ written submission made in accordance with this notice.

Community Survey
To provide an additional opportunity for community engagement, a community survey will also be
available during the submission period.

Complete the survey here with the QR Code or
this link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XMGSR28

Important: A survey response is not a formal submission. Survey responses will be reported to Council
separately as supplementary engagement information. The survey is not a poll, plebiscite or vote and
does not bind Council.

Your feedback is important and will help inform Council's decision-making process.
Bruce Wright

Chief Executive Officer
Shire of Kondinin
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2026/2027 Rate Notices - Update

Further to the Public Notice issued on 4 September 2026, the Shire wishes to advise that it
is still awaiting approval of the revised application submitted to the Department and
currently under review by the Shire's legal advisers.

Ratepayers are not required to take any action at this stage.

The Shire will continue to keep the community informed and provide further updates as
information becomes available.

We thank ratepayers for their patience and understanding.
Bruce Wright

Chief Executive officer
Shire of Kondinin

Planning to Hire a Shire Venue?

If you're booking a Shire facility, please ensure all required paperwork is completed before your
event.

? Venue booking forms are available on the Shire website:

www.kondinin.wa.gov.au

Go to Community — Recreation and Community Facilities. Forms can also be collected in person
from the Shire offices in Hyden or Kondinin.

When completing your booking:
v/ Read the declaration carefully before signing.

v/ Indicate whether you will undertake your own cleaning after the event or opt for Shire cleaning
services at $70 per hour.

Vv Ifliquor will be consumed at your event, a Liquor Consumption Form must also be completed
and submitted with your booking application.

Providing all required information upfront helps avoid delays and ensures your booking can
be processed as quickly as possible.

For further information, please contact the Shire offices in Hyden or Kondinin.
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Mosquito Fogging Program Underway

Mosquito fogging has commenced this week in Hyden, Karlgarin and Kondinin.

Regular fogging treatments will continue throughout the season, with fogging
scheduled in Kondinin on Tuesday evenings and
in Hyden and Karlgarin on Thursday evenings.

Residents are encouraged to take simple precautions around their homes, such
as removing standing water where mosquitoes can breed and using personal
insect repellent when outdoors.

Thank you for your cooperation as we work to reduce mosquito numbers across
our communities.

The long-awaited maintenance truck has finally arrived,
and it's fair to say there are some very happy faces in the

Works Crew!

This new addition to the fleet will provide valuable support to day-to-day operations across
the Shire, helping our team carry out maintenance works more efficiently and safely. After a
lengthy wait, it's great to see the truck finally on the road and ready to get to work.

We know it will quickly become a well-used and important asset for the crew as they
continue to maintain our roads, parks, facilities and other essential community infrastructure.
Congratulations to the Works Team on the arrival of this much-anticipated vehicle. We look
forward to seeing it put through its paces in the months ahead!

The Works Crew have been busy on the Hyden Norseman Road getting the next 4.7km ready
for sealing which is hoped to be finalised in December
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Hyden Spring Markets

The Hyden Spring Markets were held on Saturday, 26 September, and proved to be a successful
community event despite the rainy weather. With a great variety of stallholders, plenty of visitors,
and a wonderful family-friendly atmosphere, the day was enjoyed by all who attended.

A special thank you to the Wave Rock Weekender organisers for running the bus down during
the day, helping visitors travel between events and making the most of everything on offer.
The support of our stallholders, volunteers, and community members contributed to another
fantastic day in Hyden.

Hyden CWA Memorial Gardens

Hyden CWA Memorial Gardens are looking absolutely glorious following the landscaping
works completed earlier this year. The gardens provide a beautiful and welcoming space for
residents and visitors alike, with the recent improvements enhancing the area's natural
beauty and creating an attractive place to relax and reflect. A big thank you to everyone
involved in bringing this wonderful community asset to life.
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Kondinin Energy Early Winds Community Fund Recipients

The Shire of Kondinin congratulates both the Kondinin Tennis Club and Kondinin Netball Club on
their successful applications through the Kondinin Energy Early Winds Community Fund.

The Kondinin Tennis Club has secured funding to purchase new playing and training equipment
for its junior and senior programs. This investment will enhance training opportunities, improve
the overall club experience, and support the continued growth and development of tennis within

‘ONDINI

Tennis Clu

The Kondinin Netball Club has also been awarded funding to assist with the resurfacing of
Kondinin's two netball courts. This important project will help provide safe, high-quality facilities
for players of all ages and ensure the courts remain a valuable community asset for years to come.

A sincere thank you to the Kondinin Wind Farm and the Kondinin Energy Early Winds Community
Fund for their ongoing support of our community. These contributions help local organisations
deliver valuable projects and create lasting benefits for residents across the Shire.

Congratulations to both clubs on their successful applications and commitment to providing
quality sporting opportunities for the Kondinin community. ]

KONDININ

NETBALL CLUB
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Upcoming Grant Funding Opportunities

Bush Fire Volunteer Grants -
https://www.westernpower.com.au/about/community/bushfire-volunteers-grants/

Move Your Body Grants

Provides groups and organisations with the opportunity to deliver falls prevention programs
targeting older adults within their community.
https://www.injurymatters.org.au/programs/stay-on-your-feet/move-improve-remove-
grants/

CBH Grassroots Community Grants - https://www.cbh.com.au/community/grass-roots-
community-grants

CSBP Fertilisers Community Grants- https://csbpfertilisers.com/community/grants-guide

\} YEERAKINE LODGE COMMUNITY NOTICE

)
v Services and Reopening
The Kondinin Kulin Aged Care Committee has been working hard to secure
services for Yeerakine Lodge and support its reopening.

To move forward, we need a firm commitment from at least four community
members who are ready to move into Yeerakine Lodge.

Community Café Gathering
A community café gathering will be held shortly at the Kondinin Community
Resource Centre. Details will be advertised once the date and time are
confirmed.

Register Your Interest
If you, a family member, or a friend may be interested in moving into
Yeerakine Lodge, please contact Jenny Browning on 0429 637 040 or email
emmaville@bigpond.com
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Register Your Club for KidSport Today! ‘

Funding to help
kids play sport

. Visit cits.wa.gov.au/kidsport to sign up your
| club and make a difference in your
. community.
& SN Help more children and families participate
in sport, build friendships, and enjoy the
many benefits of being part of a local
sporting club.

) &
<~ BEYOND THE SHED

New skills
Stronger Communities

| WE'RE

Kondinin
Community |
Resource
Centre

' \/QMV (0(/“/COV‘V€C.¥‘OV |
i |

——————— e —

(' ENTRYFEE

) cunes @)
BURGEP!

= KONDININ COMMUNITY Jues] 10 O &<
RESOURCE CENTRE L NnATADED
E GULLECTION 3-5 GORDON STREET g ol
- PU I NT KONDININ WA 6367 s-ooPM
DURING OPENING HOURS 3 BOWLS
PASS ON QUALITY WORKWEAR HERE ' ‘ SUPPLIED 3

WORK PANTS
E

COLLECTIONS OPEN UNTIL THE END OF OCTOBER =~ &

beyondtheshed.com.au btscomms@wasia.com.au

GRAB YOUR MATES & JOIN THE FUN!
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20th Kondinin Art Exhibition Sponsors 2026
W= ¥

The Kondinin Artists Group would like to sincerely thank the following sponsors for their generous support
of the 20th Kondinin Art Show. Your contributions help make this important community event possible and
enable us to continue celebrating art, creativity, and community spirit throughout our region.

Your generosity and commitment to our community are helping to ensure the continued success of this
milestone 20th Kondinin Art Exhibition and the Shire of Kondinin Acquisition Prize. We are extremely
grateful for your support and look forward to sharing this special occasion with you.

Kondinin Hotel Community and Sporting Association
Titan Engineering

Elders Insurance, Corrigin

Hutton & Northey Sales

Kondinin IGA (Samee Ullah)

Kondinin Community & Recreation Council

Peter Rundle MLA

Kondinin Hotel

Kondinin Shire

WestWind Energy
Kondinin Rural Supplies
McCubbing Transport
Tory Young

J & R West

PG, MJ & KA Browning
Simon Williams (SBCWPL)
Careema Farms

Thank you for helping bring the 20th Kondinin Art Show to life. Your contribution plays a vital role in
making this event a memorable celebration of local artistic talent and community connection.

@ Department of Local Government,
J.: Industry Regulation and Safety

GOVERMMENT OF =)
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

7~ Community Resource Centre
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[ DON'T PROP THE |
GATE OPEN!

KEEP THE GATE

'CLOSED

o

el =

Propped open pool gates and f
latches are a leading cause of
drowning deaths in young children.

It only takes seconds for a child to drown, so regularly check that

the latch is working and never prop the pool gate open. z -8
9 propTRposiy P Location: Kondinin CRC

Owners and occupiers are responsible for keeping the pool gate e
closed and maintained Price: Approx $100.00
Remember... o Date: TBC .
Don't prop the Keep the pool ALWAYS We need a minimum of 10 people for this workshop to

gate open. Keeping gate maintained supervise young go ahead

it closed will help and make sure it children around

prevent young is self-closing and swimming and . Please conta}cf the CRC on 9889 1117 or

children from self-latching spa pools coordinator@kondinincrc.com.au to book your place
IRERNG = 4 e = by Tuesday 6" October

that is propped 8

open will not
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Kids will
and choose their own plants to
create colourful litcle pots they can
proudly take home.

ave the opportunity

and pour your very own
stunning statement wall clock. exclusive 3-hour session.

$195.00 per person [l $265.00 per person $35.00 per child
Sunday, 4" October 2026

(@) Starting 10:30am reing 10:30am

At the Hyden CRC % Acthe Hyden CRC At the Hyden CRC
723 -
. - 13 Coan +— {
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Primary Industries and
Regional Development

Department of
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¥

FRIDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER 2026

e by | Feomprlifilibie

STARTING AT 1:00 PM TO 3:00 PM STARTING AT 5:30 PM TO 7:30 PM

AT THE HYDEN COMMUNITY AT THE HYDEN COMMUNITY
RESOURCE CENTRE RESOURCE CENTRE

LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE LIMITED SPOTS AVAILABLE

$80.00 PER PERSON $85.00 PER PERSON
THIS INCLUDED LIGHT NIBBLES

s
(—="Centre

SR oopartment o
) Primary industries and
P Rogional Development

& Shire Of Kondinin

%% Get Online
[6 Week

@ campagn by € Good Things

%&» Be Connected

Every Australian online.

GET ONLINE WEEK:

TECH, TEA &
TOGETHERNESS

NEED A HAND WITH YOUR PHONE, LAPTOP, OR TABLET?
Set up a time to meet one-on-one with the
Hyden CRC team for a free session.

Astralisn Gonernimest

EMAIL & ONLINE COMPUTERS &
PHONE & TABLETS ACCOUNTS EVERYDAY TECH CEARNNENSENLS

TUESDAY, 20TH OCTOBER 2026
Starting from 10:00am to 2:00pm

At the Hyden Community Resource Centre
COMPLIMENTARY MORNING TEA AND COFFEE WILL BE AVAILABLE.

BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL

To schedule your appointment, please reach out to the Hyden CRC. Let us know what
assistance you require so we can be fully prepared for your visit.
L) 0499 450 041

@) hyden@hydencre.com.au

’*‘l‘ Doparmentol y - Community
rimary Industrios a esourc

Regional Development (== Centre

Karlgarin Bowling Club Community Bowls

Every Friday in October, Starts at 6pm
Everyone welcome

$20 per person teams of 3, BBQ incl.
Starting this week 2nd October 2026

Contact Leonie 0427 985 045
or Jill 0428 895 054

T BN




KONDININ ARTISTS GROUP in conjunction with
THE SHIRE OF KONDININ
presents the

20th Kondinin
Anrt Exhlbltlon

Acquisition works from
2006- 2025 will be on display.
Meet the acquisition artists.

OPENING NIGHT: _ - . o~

Sat 10™ - Wed 14™ Oct

Fri 9th Oct 2026 * Soar3m
7.30pm - 9.30pm

kondinin Tovvn Hall
$10 entry

L ¥)X
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22Y Citizen of the »=ww>
Year Awards |

The Shire of Kondinin is proud to be taking part in
the Australia Day Citizenship Awards, and ‘
nominations are now open!

Do you know an
individual or community
group that goes above
and beyond for our
community? Now is your
chance to recognise their
efforts.

Nominate a deserving
person or group today
and help celebrate the
people who make our
community stronger.

ominate

Forms available at Kondinin and Hyden shire offices or online below
citizenshipawards.com.au
Nominations Close
31st October 2026

Principal Portner Hiedia Partners FalFlllment Portreer Prasarted by
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Stall Holder Applications Open

KONDININ
ol [kl

KRondinin Memorial Hall & Gardens

Slalls h SUNDAY Bar
[Live Music 29t NOVEMBER 2026 RSGEEREHUTIHES

Food 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM & much more...

A" SHIRE OF
Xy KONDININ
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THURSDAY

INC LIGHT LUNCH &
MORNING TEA

CLUB CAPTAIN DEB WRIGHT

debw1667@gmail.com
(%) 0438 251927
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KONDININ TENNIS CLUB

CENTENARY
— 700 Sfoars —

SAVE THE DATE

0000000000000

SATURDAY

19" DECEMBER 2026

A MORNING OF TENNIS,
FOLLOWED BY AN EVENING OF CELEBRATION.

Wore detieils T come

R T




syne?vg%

KING ROCKS WIND FARM

THANK YOU

THANK YOU TOTHE COMMUNITY IN THE

SHIRE OF KONDININ FOR YOUR PATIENCE

DURING THE TRANSPORTATION OF WIND TURBINE
COMPONENTS AS PART OF THE KING ROCKS

WIND FARM.
THE TRANSPORTATION OF COMPONENTS FOR THE17 WIND

TURBINES COMMENCED IN LATE MAY 2026, WITH THE FINAL OF THE 51
WIND TURBINE BLADES COMPLETING ITS JOURNEY ON 20 SEPTEMBER.

WITH ALL MAJOR WIND TURBINE COMPONENTS NOW ON SITE, TURBINE
INSTALLATIONS ARE PROGRESSING, WITH THE FIRST EIGHT WIND
TURBINES NOW ERECTED. THE PROJECT'S SUBSTATION IS ALSO
PROGRESSING, WITH ELECTRICAL

AND MECHANICAL WORKS CONTINUING AND PRE- COMMISSIONING
ACTIVITIES NOW UNDERWAY.

THE KING ROCKS WIND FARM WILL GENERATE UP TO

105 MEGAWATTS OF RENEWABLE ENERGY FOR THE SOUTH-WEST
INTERCONNECTED SYSTEM AND IS ANTICIPATED TO BE OPERATIONAL
FROM 2027.

N FOR MORE INFORMATION
COMMUNITY@SYNERGY.NET.AU | 0487 993 106
SYNERGYREDNET.AU/KING-ROCKS-WIND-FARM

~ 7
7 ~

OWNED BY
THE PEOPLE
OF WA
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iFor Inmediate Release 29 September 2026 3:00PM

Perfect time for planned burning to prepare for bushfire season

Communities across the southemn half of Western Australia are being urged to get ready for
bushfire season by taking a series of steps to fire-proof their properties.

The Depariment of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) has launched its annual Bum
SMART campaign which calls on households and businesses to undertake planned bums
and develop firewise gardening.

Acting Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner Melissa Pexton said weather and
environmental conditions pointed to another busy bushfire season for firefighters and the
community needed to prepare for the risks now.

“We are coming off the second-driest July on record for the south-west of WA and low
rainfall is forecast during spring,” Acting Commissioner Pexton said.

“That is a dangerous combination for bushfire season so communities should take action to
ensure they're prepared.

“With dry conditions forecast for southern WA this month, households and businesses
should get an early start on mitigation and planned buming.

“DFES reminds all Westemn Australians bushfires can start even in lower-risk conditions, so
| urge communities to prepare now.”

Planned burns on private property are an effective mitigation tool. They can significantly
reduce fuel loads and the potential for major damage during bushfire season but it is crucial
they are conducted safely so they do not escalate and damage the environment or put life
and property at risk.

Burn SMART resources, available on the DEES website and YouTube channel, help
simplify the process of developing a bum plan for your property, explain what fuel and
weather conditions mean and outline the local requirements.

Acting Commissioner Pexton also highlighted firewise gardening as a strategic tool to
reduce the risk of property damage if faced with a bushfire.
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Firewise gardening involves planting low-flammability species, maintaining clear zones
around structures and designing landscapes that slow the spread of fire and reduce radiant
heat exposure.

Research shows that the type of plants you choose, their position on the property and the
way they are managed as they grow are key factors that can either increase the risk of
damage or protect a home from a bushfire, even if the resident isn't there.

“The way you design and maintain your garden can make a critical difference in how a fire
could impact your home,” Acting Commissioner Pexton said.

“Creating a defendable space doesn't mean households have to give up on their gardens, it
is about designing it so it works for you and for bushfire safety”

In the lead-up to summer residents are encouraged to:

» Conduct planned bums while conditions are mild.

» Remove dead vegetation and clear gutters and undergrowth.

» (Choose fire-resistant plants and use non-combustible materials around the home.
» Keep trees pruned well away from structures.

Firewise gardening resources are also available on the DFES website and YouTube
Channel.

Western Awstralians are reminded to register their planned bums with the DFES
Communication Centre on 08 9395 9209 to reduce the number of false alarm Triple Zero
calls made to emergency services.

When planning a burn, property owners need to assess weather conditions and obtain
advice from their local government about possible buming restrictions.

Media Contact: DFES Strategic and Emergency Communications 9395 9543

and Emergancy Communicaton: (D8] BI9S B84 mechia @ dtes.wm.govau



loose-fitting,

THE WATER

Mosquitoes can spread serious and potentially deadly diseases.

Formoreinformationcontactthe Department of Health orvisit: 6 Government of Western Australia
@ Department of Health

www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/ the

This is an initiative of the Government of South Australia. This poster has been reprinted with permission from SA Health.
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